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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Odendahl et al (US 5,644,847) in view of Larsh (US 365,441 ). 

Odendahl disclsoes a jigsaw with a housing (12 figure 1 ) and a motor (implicit in 
column 2 lines 48-50) a saw blade (21figure 1) having a back (23 figure 1) and a 
sawtooth strip (22 figure 1 ). Odendahl further discloses a support device (30 figure 1 ) 
with a support roller (28 figure 1 ; see also groove in figure 6), there is also disclosed a 
holder (230 figure 6) which has two arms (see figure 6) the accommodates the support 
roller, there is also a guide device (248, and opposed disk to 248 figure 6) capable of 
guiding and supporting the blade via guide elements (248 and the opposed disk to 248 
figure 6) located on opposite sides of the support roller (which is seen between 248 and 
the opposed disk in figure 6). As seen in figure 6, the guide device is integrated in the 
holder of the support device (they are both on the same arms, and hub). 

Odendahl does not disclose that the guide disks are adjustable from one another. 

Larsh teaches an integrated guide/support wheel, having a groove at d' which 
has a support roller and guide elements, one guide element being axially adjustable 
relative to the other (No. 2 is adjustable relative to "C" via displacement members (the 
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threads on 'h' are 'displacement members') and also including manual actuating 
members (the screw heads of 'h' are 'manual actuating members' because they can be 
actuated by hand- at least by a screw driver-a manual tool-- or by a fingernail). 

It would have been obvious to provide the jigsaw (handheld) of Odendahl for 
axial adjustment of the guide elements relative to one another in of a saw bearing, since 
as Larsh discloses it will "suit saws of different thickness" (column 2 lines 55-56). 

Regarding claim 2, as seen in figure 1 of Larsh, the guide elements are disks 
with a greater diameter than that of the support roller, which is enclosed within the guide 
disks, as seen clearly in figure 3. 

Regarding claim 3, it is clear that the structure of C is such that the Guide disk 
portion thereof is integral with the support roller portion thereof, and that the "No. 2" is 
axially displaceable thereupon. 

Regarding Claim 4 and 6, as above the screw heads are manual actuating 
members. Alternatively examiner takes official notice that Phillips screw-heads are 
known equivalents of hand-turn screw-heads, including 'rotary knobs' such as those on 
an eye bolt, or other common hardware. 

In light of that fact, it would have been obvious to make the screw heads of 
Odendahl in view of Larsh manually operable since it would allow for ease of 
adjustment. It is common sense that ease of adjustment is beneficial and desirable and 
could be selected as a matter of design choice. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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3. Claims 5, 7, and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: there is not currently any known reason to replace the interior structure of a 
perfectly good guide assembly (Larsh) with a spring and exterior knob assembly, and 
add spring washers, such that the guide disks are biased outwardly against spring 
washers. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SEAN M. MICHALSKI whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-6752. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/581 ,830 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3724 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sean M Michalski/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3724 

/Kenneth E Peterson/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 



